GRADE NINE
INFORMATIONAL - LEVEL 1

®  Errors in conventions distract from communication: e.g., lack of sentence punctuation;
spelling; capitalization; possession, homophones.
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®  paragraphs are incomplete
®  develops topic with simplistic details
®  incomplete information
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®  illogical sequence

®  no conclusion
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® work cited a variety of sources

some effort made in transitions
®  no voice
B errorsin cues and conventions

Ancient Egypt

The famous Egyptian empire lasted about foiir thousand years and
devel.aped?t}s%)\?;ﬁi{‘bffemnt technélbg_l_;s that are still used todayyerled-te-
~technelogles-thatled-to-things-used-today. An example is how famous they are for
their writing and paper technologies, They can be alsoaccredited with the
discovery and use of matheratics in thelr everyday life. They are remembered for
thelr technologles In astronomy and thelr discovery of the linear calendar, There

Is more to the Egyptians than many people think,

The Egyptians are always thought of as the great civiitzation that bullt the
pytamids, one of the seven wonders of the anclent world, What many pecple
dor’t know Is that the famous Egyptlans also invented many other things, and
among them is & paper-like substance called Papyrus. ¥he Egyptians found this by

ripping the outer bark off the papyrus plant. It was then beaten flat and set out to

dry:

For practical purposes, the papyrus was Himited to a standard size running
47 em in langth at the most, and 22 cm Ih width, The total length of the
papyrus scroll, consisting of 20 “pages,” amounted to some 4.5 mitresy.
{Qxd. In http://ol.uchicage.edu/Ol/MUS/ED/TRC/EGYPT/egypthome.htmi)

Papyrus was written on using a pen, which the Egyptians called a “kalamios,"(t
was & fifteen-centimetre long reed with a chewed end to form brush-flke flbres.

Egyptians usuatly wrote standing up and only wrote on one side of the papyrus.

Citation List

Anclent Egynt, n.d, Web, 18 November
2010, <http://ol. ucblcago,eduIOI/MUS}ED/TRC?EGYPT[egypmome.
tmi>,

Egyptian Math, nd. Web. 22 November
2010, <http:/fwww. dlscovsrlngegyphcﬂmjnnmbers.htm:v.

athar Anclent Calendars, n.d, Web. 18 November
2010, <http://www.webexhiblts.org/calendars/calendar-
anclent.html>. |

Papyrus, nd, 'Web. 18 November
2010; <http://facuity.biu.ac. IE/~bar!lm/pame.html>

" When a scribe, a person who spaclalized In writing hieroglyphs, wrote, IE would be:

with other scribes of the same rank, or with scribes of different ranks who
reported to a head scribe. This groug writing technigue was used to write in
muitiple ianguages or to better enhiance an apprentice’s experience. Wilting In

Egypt was used to write hieroglyphics which represented words or numbers.

Mathematics and sciences were very important parts of Egyptian culture.
They used It every day to solve basic problems. The Egyptians had symbols for 3,
10, 100, 1040, 10 000, 100 000, and 1 000 000. They could be used Ina
combination to make any number, with the excepticn of zero, The symhols that
represented bigger numbers were always written to the left of the symbols th;t
represented smaller numbers. Therefore their symbols can be read left o rightto
determine what the digits are and wherie they go In 4 specific number, The
Egyptians had no symbol for zero. If the Egyptlans would have understood the
concept of zero, they would have just ancther invention added to thelr list, Based
on their understanding of logistics and facts, they must have undarstood much

about different sciances and astronomy.

Tha cyelical calendar is a good example of thelr astronomy capabliities. The

lendar was 365 days iong. The Egyptlans were supposedly the first to devise a

rictly solar calendar, watching stars and planets as they “circled” the Farth, The
‘dog star,” which we know as Sirlus, was the origin of the calendar, The Egyptians
reailzed that the Nile flooded just a few days after Sirius-was visible onthe
herizon right before sunrise. The Egyptians counted how many. davs It toick for the
star to be visible on the horlzon to the next time it is visible on the horizon. This
made sure that the Egyptian farmers always knew when the yearly flood was
going to afrive. The Egyptians cleverly devised a cyclical calendar that the modemn

world uses today.

There were hundreds of pharaohs that ruled over the course of the 4000
year time perlod that the Egyptians ruled for, The papyrus making process has
changed littie sincs the Egyptians invented it. The origin of mathematics can be
traced back to Anclent Egv;;t, who used It every day. Astronomiy Is used In the
modarn day world to predict tides and meteor showers, and Egypt started it ali,

As i§ turns out, Egypt Is hot just pyramids arid mummies.
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Ancient Egypt

Ancient Egypt throughout the years has invented many of the great discoveries that help man

every day. Many discoveries were not known to be invented by the Egyptians because thé ideas have,

. 3 A
been stolen from the'm.m::; wera the other graut inventlons like thelr Astronomy dlmﬂ#&a} :
they were very advanced In the knowledge of architecture; bullding one.of the sever great wonda:g-«{'u -

Egypt was a great civilization that had s own Fise nd fall,

Astronomy was & véry big partIn Egyptian life; They belleved Ih the date érid the making of the
ca’Eend’ar; ‘The observation of stars was Importent o the Egypiians, bacause |t toid them when the
expected annual fiooding of the Nile would happen. They based their 365-day Egyptlan calandar on the
stars, They notlced that every 365 days the Nile would begin to rise and the stars would sh'lft,ﬁls;ﬁie '
seasons would change arnuﬁd that perlod of time too. in Ptalemalc Egypt, the _’c‘gvptla'n-ind Greek
iradiﬁom of astronomy mergad with each other. During that tima the.city of Alexandria in Lower Egypt
vizs the lsading centre of scientific activity, p}aduclng the graatest astronorrer of the era, Ptolemy. The
Epypitans learned a iot sbout the stars and the way of the unlverse, They invented one thing that people

use every day In the twenty-first century; it was a extraordinary discovery forthem,

Egypt Is one of the leading chvilizations for important discoveries. They were-a soclety for so long

thet they mbdernized thelr way of [ife by lmmiﬁféaﬂe'rd&mﬂes’f el n T ¢

wSThe shadoof was a very useful device that the Egyptians bullt to help them with thelr water,
and the Nile River, it was operated by hand and was used to lift water from the river onto land in
buckets, It has « long pole.and there are two objects at each end of It On one side, there Is a bucket,
On the other, theri is & welght. The Bgyptians would lower the bucket, and allowed the water to
Jiow into the bickat. Then they would dop i, causing the welght to lift it back up so they could
retrieveit, Thiswds a very nifty device (qtd. 1h Eblo home),



Papar was snother remaiksble invention by the Rgyptiane, The Aiffarence betwesn their paper and
ours ig that theirs is made out of papyrus, a plant found off the shore of the Hile. Ancther Invention
by the Byyptisns isthe lock; it was invented to stop the endlesa robberies that went oii back in that
time. It wasa simple invention t!mg:tpmd of 3 wooden crossbar, which was totally enclosed
except for the opening for the key to fit into. To open it they pushed the key in causing it to 1ift the
ping out of the way causing it to unlock. The Bgyptisns were the oneg-who invented the plow, it
made the way of life for their soclaty much simpler. It was mainly a metal beam on an angle that
was corinected to two oxen. All of these inventions seam simple tous ovgbuk t':wkiheh
remarkable inventions for the human race.

da-nvyeyes Bgypt's greatest discovery was their amazing knowledgs in architeciura, It was
not smuch of an Jovention other than great knowledge on the sublect for thelrtime. They hawe
proved time after time that they are were the worligeading greatest bulldingdfind architects, Their
two miagt famous bulldings were the Great Pyramnid and the Greut Sphink of Glﬁ&f‘l“zﬁ'@ most
remarkahle structures, which are among tha world's greatest tombs and temples. Experts think the
main mm_ofw.anl? stone materials over others is that it was such 2 surpius of matertal
overssy - Alsopstone not have much other use other than bullding structurest They usad
to haul stones tiat welghed more thah a ten; we still do not understand how they used 1o do that.
They contributed the knowledge of butlding grest structures; many large modern buildings are
bulit off the knowledge they gave %Wﬂt their advanced knowledge we lust might not have
smazring things ke the Empire State building or even the Efffe] Tower.

Stk wrk peosnd Bt e -

The Bgyptlans'were very skilled craftsmen in the art of inventing They made objects to help
agriculture, Iife, and protecﬁo%ep away robbers and tell time. That ls guite a feat, especially for
people of such early times. Ancient Egyptians should be given u large amountof credit for what they
bui& and accomplished. -Al_so)many of thelr inventions contribute hugsly to our way of life, Lifs
would notbe th'_is simple without the hard labour Bgypt put into bullding thelr own civilization and
intmmnﬂon-. afl.i'thsthlngs-they-maﬁe.

Works Cited
Ebio, (2006, January S1). Anclant Egyptian Inventlons. Retrieved from
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B Control of conventions is evident in written work: use of apostrophes for possession; use of commas for introductory phrases
and items in a list; use of end punctuation. The incorrect spelling does not undermine overall control.
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®  Errors in conventions (e.g. possession, missing capital) do not distract from communication.

Are celiphones necessary in teenagers’ Hves?
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B contains a clear thesis with appropriate amount of background information

® demonstrates a clear understanding of thesis and provides only pertinent facts, details, and
examples related to original prompt

®  paragraphs are controlled, logical, comprehensive, and rich in detail
®  some grammatical errors but demonstrates effective and varied use of complex sentences

“The action concerns not simply two lovers but two families. An ancient feud breaks forth anew,
involving in its course two lovers whose destiny it is to be scarified to the healing of their
families’ strife...” This is a statement made by the critic Harold S. Wilson. Harold S. Wiison is
saying that the play of Romeo and Juliet is not actually about them, but about theit families. I
agree with him whole-heartedly. The main concern of the play is about the Capulet and
Montague family, not about the love of Romeo and Juliet, because the feud as the cause of their
death.

I believe that the beginning of the play established that the story was indeed about the
family instead of the lovers. “T'wo households, both alike in dignity. /In fair Verona, where we
lay our scene. / From ancient grudge break to new mutiny.” (Prologue 1-3) These are the first
three lines spoken in the play of Romeo and Juliet. It clearly states there is a long time clearly
states there is a long time grudge among two families in Verona. If you read on in the prologue it
does indeed say, “A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life;” (Prologue 6). This does certainly
show that Romeo and Juliet are involved in the story but if you continued to read on, line 7 says,
“Doth with their death bury their parents’ strife.” To me, the quote means that the story is just
using Romeo and Juliet to end the feud between the Montague and Capulet family.

Exclusion was also brought to my attention among the families in the play. “And if you
not be of the house of Montague, I pray / come and crush a cup of wine.”(1.i1.80-81). One of the
servants of the Capulet family séid this to Romeo, not knowing who he was. The Capulets were
throwing a party and invited everyone in Verona except, the Montague family. This to me is

another example of the play being about the families and not Romeo and Juliet.

Although Romeo and Juliet met at the Capulet party, Romeo was threatened in silence at
the party just because of his last name. “I - will withdraw; but this intrusion,/ now seeming sweet,
convert to bitt’rest gall” (I..v.90-91). This statement was made by Tybalt, in regards to Romeo.
He was very angry that his uncle Lord Capulet did not mind him being there. He disregarded
Lord Capulet wishes. His goal was to “teach the Montague a lesson” by the end of the play.

I personally think the play would have ended with the death of Romeo and Juliet if the
play was really about their love. Instead the play ended with the families vcoming together. “O
brothér Montague, give me thy hand.”(V.iii.296). This statement shows that the play was based
off of the feud. If Romeo and Juliet did not die the feud would have continued and Romeo and
Juliet would have just been entwined in the feud. In conclusion, I still think the play was more
about the fued of the families rgther than Romeo and Juliet’s love. Which brings me back to
saying, the main concern of the play is about the Capulet and Montague family, not about the

love of Romeo and Juliet becausc“thc feud as the cause of their death.



GRADE NINE
INFORMATIONAL - LEVEL 4

® A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient supporting details that are thoughtfully chosen (e.g., distractions,
cost, misuse). Each reason is well developed with specific details (e.g. going on Facebook, eight hours a day, $95 a month, store

cheat notes).

® The organization is coherent and demonstrates a thoughtful progression of ideas. The argument builds from less important to
more important reasons (The most immense disadvantage...). The introduction hooks the reader and the conclusion goes beyond
a restatement of the main points. Rhetorical questions are used effectively to emphasize the argument (...when do teens have
time to focus on school work and their families?/ Imagine how many uses one thousand dollars could pay for/ Why spend so
much money...when you could use your home...phone).
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B Contains a clear thesis with appropriate amount of background information

® demonstrates a clear understanding of thesis and provides only pertinent facts, details, and examples relating to original prompt

B clearintroduction, body, and conclusion as well as an overall controlling argument supported throughout the essay

B paragraphs are controlled, logical, comprehensive, and rich in detail

® few grammatical errors and demonstrates effective and varied use of complex sentences

TRAGIC END CAUSED BY ILL-FATED RASHNESS

Most blame Romeo and Juliet for their own death, and that maybe true but more hands
were involved in their fate. The truth is that Romeo and Juliet were extremely careless in the
decisions that they made, overcome by their love for each other. Most of the characters more or
less in this story carried the same trait, they were rash with every decision they made never
giving it a thought and acting on impulse. Some might blame Juliet’s mother or father, also the
nurse but I think that Friar Lawrence had the most impact on the young lover’s decisions. Friar
Lawrence contributes to the tragic end of Romeo and Juliet because of his eagerness to end the
feud between both Montague and Capulet.

The Montagues and Capulets were enemies long before Romeo and Juliet were born, so
naturally the fighting and arguing tflat brought chaos onto the city of Verona had been going on
for a while. When Romeo and Juliet finally met and fell in love, they planned to martry so they
sought help from Friar Lawrence of their church. Even though they were young and had no
parental permission the friar agreed, he explained to them, *“For this alliance may so happy
prove/ to turn your households’ rancor to pure love,”(1Liv.91-92). This means when Romeo and
Juliet are married it will help unite both fighting families and end the fighting in Verona. He saw
an opportunity to end the fighting and took it, without thinking about the consequences.

When a problem seemed to come up he always had a backup and when they would work
he would pretend he was innocent and had no iidear what was going on. When Juliet “died” he
told the family that what was best was to move on and have a good funeral, I don’t understand

how he could think that putting the family threw all if the trouble was worth it. He lied through

all of the trouble and mischief, until finally he spoke the truth about Romeo and Juliet after their
death. He spoke to the families and police in the crypt, explaining all the events and the plans
behind them he also said, “And here I stand both impeach and purge/myself condemned and
myself excused.” (V.ii.26-227).This was his way of saying that he had a hand in the children’s
death but also that it was not completely his fault.

Although Friar Lawrence was very rash he did try to convince them that marriage was
not the best route they should take so soon. When Romeo came to him to ask him for belp friar
spoke, “Young men’s love then lies/ not truly in their hearts but in their eyes.” (ILiv.67-68)
because of Romeo*s ability to fall so fast in Jove for just about anyone. After friar agreed to the
marriage he tried to give Romeo some advice he told him,” The sweetest honey/ is loathsome in
his own deliciousness/ and in the taste confounds the appetite.” (IL, iv, 11-13) this meant that
although he loves Juliet with all his heart now he could easily get bored of her. He tried to
convince them that they were not serious about each other and too young to really feel love for
one another. Even though friar was rash he had only good intentions in mind.

Many people are considered to blame for the tragic end of Romeo and Juliet all because
of their amazing talent of overreacting. Most of the blame should fall upon Romeo, Juliet and
Friar Lawrence. Each thought very little about everything until it was too late. Romeo and
Juliet's blame was the cause of their unconventional love for each other and their bad decisions.
Friar Lawrence's fault was brought upon himself because of his rashness to end the feud between

both houses.



