GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 1

®  Message (1)
®  No originality, predictable, plot not developed, step by step, basic language, lacks voice,
logical sequence, no figurative language

®  Pragmatic (1), Textual (2), Syntactical (1), Semantical (1)
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GRADE SIX

NARRATIVE - LEVEL 1

®  Context: Limited narrative text. Tells — doesn’t “show”.

® Message: Establishes a setting, but plot is weak as is beginning and ending.

B Strategies: Little supporting details. Limited development of ideas. Ending is abrupt and
disconnected.

®  Pragmatic Cues: Tone and voice not evident. Confusing as language is “bare bones” and
reader must guess at meaning.

®  Textual Cues: Good use of paragraphs. Changes speakers/paragraphs.

®  Syntactic: Good use of capitalization and possessive (apostrophe). Punctuation within
guotation marks needs a review.

| ]

Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/Graphophonical: Basic words — akward use. Little to no
descriptive imagery.
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 1

Context: Adequate, generally coherent, multi-paragraph.

Message: Simplistic but confusing details. Undeveloped plot and character. Some originality
to story.

Strategies: Information not always connected. Needs to proof/edit for punc. and spelling.
Pragmatic Cues: Language basic. At times reader is aware of tone and voice but not often.

Textual Cues: Basic use of text forms including paragraphs. Sentences/ideas are sequenced
but some jumping around. Run-on sentences.

Syntactic: Limited use of clear sentence structure. Limited use of punctuation — uses
apostrophes, conjunctions — but not always correct punctuation.

Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/Graphophonical: Inconsistently uses words figuratively.
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 1

®  Context: 2 paragraphs. Limited use of language.

Basic.

®  Message: Somewhat confusing plot. Details basic and plot/characters not well developed.

B Strategies: Little supporting details/development of ideas. Little evidence of revision/editing.

®  Pragmatic Cues: Language is appropriate. Tone and voice sometimes evident.

®  Textual Cues: Limited use of paragraphs. Doesn’t start a new paragraph when new speaker
is introduced. Basic use of logical sequence of ideas.

B Syntactic: Does not consistently capitalize names — random capitals appear in sentence.

B Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/Graphophonical: Inconsistent use of words to create

imagery. Some spelling issues.
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 2

Context (2); Message (2), inconsistent descriptors, inconsistently includes sensory details,
suspense could have been developed further; Strategies, foreshadows; Pragmatic (3);
Textual (3), basic logical sequence, chronological; Syntactical (2), inconsistent use of quotes
and tenses; Semantical/Lexical (2), __ and metaphor, “raining blood”; Morphological (3)

When I Got My Stitches

1t was Jaruary of 2001 and I was just getting up for school, I was in
kindergarten. When I got out to the living room I went and laid on the couch
so I could watch T.V. Tusually watched T.V for about 30 minutes. When I
was done watching T.V I went and got my favourite shirt on and my
favourite pants on. On the shirt it had a teddy bear with a red hat on and the
pants were just blue. -

Finally it was time to leave my house and go to the bus stop with my mom,
my dog, my sister, and I. My mom had to walk the dog because my dog was
as strong as the hulk. My mom wouldn’t even let me try to walk the dog
because I wasn’t strong enough yet. )

As we were walking my mom was telling me never to walk with my hands !
in my coat sleeves. She always told me that because she thought that I would
slip and fall. I didn’t say anything I just kept on walking. She said that I i
might be mzd for not listening later on if something happens. But like
always I said I won’t fall. o

Then about 3 minutes later I was walking on the edge of the sidewalk
where there was very slick ice and I slippéd on it . My scream was as loud as
a lions foar. My head was raining blood. The crack looked like a black hole;”
it was so deep. My mom looked very sad and scared when she looked at me

and then at my head.

So my mom, my dog, and I had to dash back to my house: It was hard for
my mom because she was canying me and walking my dog. She told me
that it would be a lot easier and a lot quicker if I walked back but I said “I |
can't walk, 1 can barely see”. She was kind of mad that she had to carry .
but it wasn’t that bad. I don’t think. i ) ) '

The dog wasn’t very old so he didn’t really know how to walk with a
leash. The whole way back to our house the dog was tangled around my
moms legs and she was almost tripping. She was trying her hardest to get

l];lag:k to our house as fast as she could but the dog issue didn’t help one little
it.

Finally we got back to our house and we were all panicking because none
of us knew what to do about my head. Then I shouted,” call Kate”. She
works at the hospital. So we called Kate to see if she could come over to
look at my head.

When she got over. She said in a quiet sad voice she said he needs to go
and get stitches. : .

My mom decided to call her best friend to see if she could come with us to
the hospital because my mom didn’t really want to see me get stitches alone.
When we called her she said that she would come.

When we got to the hospital they told us what was wrong. Then my mom
sa_id.”hcwaswa]kingunz’ccwithhishandsinsidehiswat sleeves and he
slipped”. So they said to go straight ahead into that room and put on this | i
freezing so when we put the stitches in it won’t hurt him. : i

' They avked me what it felt like I said it feels creamy and then laughed. = |
Fma!!;-'theymrmdywpmﬂmsﬁwhssm.lwasscmedbmﬂ;:ytgldme {
that it wouldn’t hurt because it is frozen. But I was stilla little panicky.

When they were done putting the stitches in they gave me a very tasty !
Popsicle it was the pink kind. I was gettirig bored ngglmng in the hospital . |
but we were. going to leave in about 7 minutes. When we left we went to '
Block Buster and my mom got me a big Popsicle and a Mickey Mouse

movie.

If only I would’ve listened to my mom



GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 2

®  Qverall (2)

®  Context (2), message not quite developed, sentences are limited; Message (2), basic
narrative less than 300 words x character x sensory details x change of devices, limited
sensory detail — little plot or character development; Pragmatic (3), basic use of language;
Textual (2), basic use, logical sequence of events though limited information; Syntactical (3),
varied beginnings, punctuation, inconsistent use of sentence beginnings; Semantical/Lexical
(3), inconsistent word use, limited use of words “best ever” “the best”; Morphological (3)

. A Wedding in Hinton

My idea for a story is the best ever. Let me tell you

about it. My trip to Hinton was the best!! With the beautiful

trees and mountains and the comfy hotel and the pool so

warm and cozy. What I liked the most.was when I saw my

cousins and aunties and uncles. They are so ¢00! to hang

out with and talk too. We usually talk about what’s going an

in theirs lives and mine. I find it very interesting considering

that I only see them once a year (maybe). \

My cousin Amy was getting married that weekend so

we went to her wedding. It was fabulous and amazing with
lilies on the tables and clear Christmas lights on the head
table and the ceiling .We had so much fun dancing and
visiting all night my voice and feet wefe throbbing!!!!

My other cousin Brandy was pregnant (she almost

”_Ildidn’I_: fit into her bridesmaid dress, yikes!!!) but she was
" happy to be with Amy, as her maid of honour, being her

closest friend and cousin.

We had the longest drive home- 11 hours!!! T was so
tired I couldn’t keep my eyes open.( I thought about putting
toothpicks on my eyes but my mom wouldn't let me.) I slept

most of the way home but it was worth it to have the best



GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 2

i 2 and voice
Overall (2), forced sensory details, basic attempt to create suspense, tone

i i i ion does not fit
sometimes evident, introduction . | | 1
Message (2), Pragmatic (2), Textual (2), Syntactical (3), Semantical/Lexical (1),

Morphological (3)
Power Outage

Fear. Like a sdent scream inside of your head, a spinning, dizzying
sensat:on In your mind as Ltreels athousand frightening thoughts blooming
like the petals of a ﬂower Yom stomach muscles seize, and wzld panic is
b:tter and vxszble on you tongue, sensxtwe teeth agamst 1ce cream. A scream
rips through you, but it’s absolutely soundless Panic cIoses 1, enveloping

you The only thmg that could calm your fear would be the comfort of light,

It was dmk outsxde, the sky as black asa maxter and tinted f aintly
gray against the sh.me of pchshed stars. Piles of powdery white sno: w sealed
off most of the backyards stray possessions, h’ke the wooden picnic table,
the smaller bmnc:hes of the chmbmg tmes spread out at the back of the yard,
the broke.n boards of the fence that had been destmyed by ‘Weathering. It was .
late enough to be dark ILke thzs but not laze enough fo: sleep My parents -
and my smtar were out, dlsappea.tmg bneﬂy to get some food I had all the
lights around me turned on, then soft glow flecking the waﬂs w:th pale -
yellow dapples of hght Ihad the telewswn on, playmg a dramatic movie I

had absolutely no interest for. I was also talking on the phone, sitting in the




corner of my couch, wrapped up in a thin, colorful blanket. The phone
started, getting fuzzy and dipping in and out of focus. I spoke uncertainly
into it, and it almost instantly went dead. Wildly, I sprang up, the blankt
falling to the cushions. The lights and television crackled, violently blinking

light. T séreamed loudly, clutching at the phone. The lights died out, ptching
me into complete darkness. I dove anxiously back for the Velvet sofa,_ my
pulse Iaeiﬁg'{My arms scrabbled wildly for my b]anket; which I considered
protection. The crown of my head connected sohdly wﬂh the biaek wocnien
coffee table beside the couch. Eyes streammg hoﬂy, I blinked, nct knowmg

| which way was up or w]nch way was down. I dldn't know my position and
was unaware of where my hands were. My head felt like it had been spli: in

two. The lights flickered, but did not turn on. T was alone in the dark.

Aftef many pamful confused moments my head cIeared andI blmked .

the clouds of darkness from 1 my eyes Feax and wony selzed me whenl

realized the | power-was still out. My hea:i pounded, a ﬁst puncl“ung my ribs.

My ears rang with the' sllence almost like a seczet I had not ]Jeen Iet inon.

Fear ate away all my Ioglc as Icurled defenmvely lmdemeath the blan.ket |

Suddenly, the lights flickered, and I llﬁed my head to obsmve the darkness

being pul]ed away like a sheet. I was exposed i into warin, yellow light.

The first thing I noticed was a blinding glimmer; light finding my
sensitive eyes. The room opened ﬁp, and I pressed a hand to my head, which
still ached and throbbed violently. The alien whirring of machinery broke
the silence; the fridge going lake cold again, the digital clocks blinking green
digits that read out midnight, though it couldn’t be more than nine o’ clock. I

pressed both hands to my head, feeling more content. They say there’s safety

in numbers...but now I believe there’s safety in light.




GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 2

®  Context: Basic content and ideas. Some details added. Too much conversation and not
enough details.

®  Message: Plot and setting is established. Some original expressions and details.

B Strategies: Some attention to detail. Straightforward development of ideas. Needs editing.

®  Pragmatic Cues: Language is suited to topic. Tone and voice sometimes evident.

®  Textual Cues: Use of paragraphing is refined. Ideas are introduced with little or no build up.

®  Syntactic: Basic sentence structure. Some variety of sentence beginnings.

®  Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/Graphophonical: Uses similes for imagery. Uses words
appropriate for audience.

My crazy nieth bickbe

You are a Grade 6 student. %u have just dia’:overed that you have magl‘t!
powers. Write a multi-paragraph story for your teacher about this "crazy
day”. Teil about the good and bad events that happened because of these
powers. Did having magical powers turn out to be 2 good thing or not?
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 3

®  Qverall (3)

B Context (3), competent organization, competent to complex language use; Message (4),
engaging/insightful, about 600 words x sensory details, character not developed, no
dialogue; Pragmatic (4), tone/voice imaginative; Textual (4), thoughtful/logical sequence,
basic text forms; Syntactical (3), some grammatical error, clear sentences;
Semantical/Lexical (3), appropriate words for purpose/content

An Unfortunate Fall

Mother } best, especially in my case

“Adri go to bed!” my mom said firmly. As | slowly plodded out of the room |

decided to play Tarzan up the stairs, You see our banisters were spaced out flawlessly
for a petite 4 year old. | was wearing one of my favourlte pairs of pylamas, and they ,
were pink with feet on them and were cozy and warm. | weaved in out, in, out. | was
about flve stairs up when | fell. Wait this isn't supposed to happen, Tarzan never fell, !

why should I? Fortunately I caught myself; unfortunately it was by my chin, [ shrieked

in pain, My parents came rushing, my mom grabbed a cloth to sook up the blood and

my dad grabbed my shoes and coat.

The ride to the hospital was not enjoyable, the whole way there I was crying and

my dad was trying ko comfort me while he drove. ,

When we finally got to the hospital my dad carrled me into the emergency rocm.
He quickly explained the situation to the person on duty. | wéis rushed in to get stitches.
As we walked through the hallway 1 continued whimpering. The corridor was cold and
brightly lighted. By that time the cloth was soaked clean through, When we arrived in
the room, | learned that I would have to get a needle to numb my chin. Let me explain
something to you I Loathe needles! So getting one didn’t exactly go ovar well with me,
Dad sald to take some deep breaths and to be ¢ big girl. | finally allowed them to do

the neeclle. Next came the hard part, the stitches. Dad and | sat on the <ok covered in

V paper and let them do it. After the whole ordeal was over | had about 8 stitches In my

chin. And my dad had a very groggy little girl on his hands. :

We drove home almost peacefully, My steady chatter, ushlng_ questions about
the stitches, how long they'd be In and If | could get them wet my dad's calm answers,

When we got home I proudly showed my stitches to my mom and sleepily went up the

stairs, The next day I told the tale many Himes each time stretching the truth a little
more and enjoyed the attention | received. In your lifetime you learn a lot of lessons,

but | think this is number one, Mother knows best.




GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 3

Overall (3), well-developed plot and character, includes sensory detail, voice is evident,
multi-paragraph, logical sequence, well-developed sentences/word choice

Message (3), Pragmatic (3), Textual (3), Syntactical (3), Semantical/Lexical/Morph (3)

Visit to the Orthodontist

March 1%, 2011

“Ding,” the sound of the elevator awakens me as the glossy metal doors open. | gradually exit
the elevator into a long, narrow hallway. | look around and see beige colored walls with wooden doors
| leading to numerous dentists and orthodontists. | saunter to one of the doors and touch the shiny
polished door handle. My stomach drops, and | stare down at the pale gray carpet. Then finally, | open
the door.

The scent of mint, masked by air freshener, washes over me as | walk in. | walk up to the high
desk, and faintly say my name. The receptionist looks up, and smiles a shimmering white grin, as if she
has been expecting me for awhile. She gestures for me to sit down in the waiting area. | smile
sheepishly, and sit down in one of the many rigid chairs. | look around and see magazines and children’s
books clustered on the scratched wooden tables. | look up and see a charming painted picture of kids
smiling brightly and dressed in colorful clothes. | hear the tapping on the tzbles of nervous and anxious
patients waiting for their turn. | hear the sound of the clock ticking away. Cccasionally, | hear names
being called out by the receptionist. | look outside the window and see the bright blue sky shinning upon
me. | grab the magazine closest to me and start reading. As | read, | hear yells of pain and agony from

T patients in‘thE‘dEﬁta'r‘surgeon‘rcrorh, it sends chills up my back, and | shiver with-anticipation————

The receptionist calls out a name that frightens me. It is my name. I get up out of my chair, and
drag my feet to one of the dental chairs. As | enter the room, | immediately smell bubble gum. I sit
down, and she turns on a light. It shines deeply and | squint my eyes to adjust. She tells me to open my
mouth. She inspects for a little while and then turns out the light. Finally, she leaves the tiny room. |
gaze out the extended windows, and see the building towering over me. | rest back down into the chair,
and glance at the TV. A cartoon is playing on it, and | pay to attention to it.| hear voices out in the
waiting area being muffled out by the blare of the TV. | stare off into space until | hear an unusual
sound.

| hear footsteps behind me, and my head shoots up. | see a tall dark lean man in an ivory white
coat. After | stare at him, | finally recognize him as my orthodontist. He looks up from his paperwork,
and smiles a massive gleaming grin. He walks over to me, turns on the light, gets out some tools and
works on my mouth. | feel one of the small tools gliding all over my mouth. 1 occasionally hear him
grunt, or him humming a soft little tone. | close my eyes and imagine I'm in beautiful peaceful place,
with Justin Bieber. | flash back to reality, and | open my eyes. | see the orthodontist scribbling on his
gigantic stack of papers, and then thankfully he allows me to leave the room.

As | scurry quickly out of the room to the front desk, the receptionist looks at me with an
alarmed and confused look, but then walks over to a wood shelf with thousands of paperwork. She
grabs a stack of paper. She writes something down on it with a navy blue ball point pen, and then gives
me some documents to sign. She slowly motions for me to write my name. | smile a fake smile, and sign

my name messily. | slam the paper down on the faded grey marble counter, and | head for the door. As |
leave this fearsome, agonizing place | smile a devil like smile and thank myself that it is finaily over.



GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 3

Context: Developed ideas. Good
organization. Effective style.

Message: Appropriate use of
paragraphs (except for dialogue).
Well-developed plot. Uses some
imagery. Some use of dialogue.

Strategies: Consideration of
purpose and audience.
Pragmatic Cues: Appropriate
language and tone.

Textual Cues: Multi-paragraph.
Syntactic: Varied sentences —
length, beginnings.
Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/

Graphophonical: Some spelling
errors.

Unexiected Scrprize

You are a Grade 6 student] You have Eust discovered thgt you have magic
powers. Write a2 muiti-paragraph story for your teacher about this “crazy.
day”. Tell about the good and bad events that happened because of these
powers. Did having magical powers turn out to be a good th(;ng or not?
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Graéde Gi:-t Narrative Writing Sample WC\M OP WM?

You are a Grade 6 student. You have just discovered that you have magic
powers. Write a multi-paragraph story for your teacher about this “crazy
day”. Telt about the good and bad events that happened because of these

powers. Did having magical powers turn out to be a good thing or not?
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 3

®  Context: Well developed story.
Competent organization. Proficient style for
story.

®  Message: Setting and plot established.

Lots of sensory detail. Characters developed.

Very original.
®  Pragmatic Cues: Imaginative and
engaging.

®  Textual Cues: Logical sequence of events.

®  Syntactic: Inconsistent sentence
structure/capitalization/punctuation.
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 3

Context: Story starts strong, but has weaker ending.

Message: Well developed plot (beginning of story). Strong beginning/ending weak.
Pragmatic Cues: Appropriate language. Effective voice.

Textual Cues: Multi-paragraphed. Logical sequence.

Syntactic: Good sentence structure. Varied sentences. Appropriate punctuation/caps.
Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/Graphophonical: Great word choice. Use of imagery.
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 3

Context: Great story but basic, choppy organization.

® Message: Sensory detail, character developed, original.

category.

Pragmatic Cues: Imaginative and engaging tone and voice. Appropriate for other parts of

Textual Cues: Logical sequence but basic use of text.

®  Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/Graphophonical: Thoughtful word choices.
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GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 4

®  OQverall (4), thoughtfully develops plot and character, thoughtful sensory details, voice is
engaging, clear thoughtful variety of sentences, punctuation including quotations

®  Message (4), Pragmatic (4), Textual (4), Syntactical (4), Semantical/Lexical/Morph (4)

Nagrafioe Tredent

The Fear Factor

My hand moved forward and held onto the ladder. I was shaking and a bit dizzy.

It was at my 2009 Girlguide trip to Blue Mountain near North Battleford I was about to
climb the Fear Factor. Heights were my biggest fear and climbing a 30 foot pole while the
thought of plummeting to my death was running through my mind did not help

1 looked back to see my sister, hoping for some encouragement, but instead she was
laughing. My body turned, I took a deep breath and started to climb. When I got to the top, I
looked up to see how fat I had to climb. 30 fect above me was where I needed to go. Thad to

reach a small, wobbly, wooden platform.

My 1ight hand went up first then my left and by slowly doing that I started to climb.
Although my hands were bleeding fiom the wood and I felt nauseous from being so high up 1
kept on going.

After a while I made it to the top. Using all my strength I pulled myself onto the platform.
I looked straight up at the sky. The cool ait filled my lungs as I breathed deeply in. It made me
feel happy and it made me think like I have just finished the hard part. The platform moved with
the wind causing a disconcerting feeling. I looked down and the feeling was gone.

Then I heard a faint voice coming from the ground. It was the instructor. He told me to

jump off and try to grab the trapeze. Tears ran down my face. Everyone could tell that I was
really scared

But then I heard my sister yell, “you can do it,” followed by the voices of my friends.

I cloqed my eyes took a deep breath and jumped. I fell aind fell then I was caught
by the rope. I heard cheets and laughter. The instructor pulled me to the ground.

I turned around and said in a loud happy voice, “I am é{r doing that again!”

My fear of heights was gone.



GRADE SIX
NARRATIVE - LEVEL 4

Context: Well developed. Complex use of language. Well-developed form.

Message: Engaging and insightful at the start. Strong sensory detail. Original. Used narrative
devices well at start, proficient at end.

Pragmatic Cues: Imaginative and engaging. Thoughtful language usage.
Textual Cues: Proficient paragraph use. Sequence goes from logical to basic.
Syntactic: Starts strong/ends weaker.

Semantic/Lexical/Morphological/Graphophonical: Starts strong/ends weaker.
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