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Our

Learning
Story:

In the Spring of 2012, one of our
Kindergarten classroom pets — a
gecko - died. We were all sad to
see her go and wondered if we
should get a new pet to fill the
now empty cage.

We questioned which reptile
would make the best pet?

How should we best care for the
reptiles we already had?

AND SO with this spark of
interest, a fire of learning



We had a lot of questions about these reptiles.
We decided that we would choose to study the

pet we liked best:

Spike — the
bearded dragon

(le Iézard)

Diamond Star—
the corn snake

(le serpent)

' Leo —the red-eared
slider turtle

(la tortue)




The students chose which reptiles they wanted to study by
adding their initials to the column of their choice.




FIRST -

We brainstormed things we knew and things we
wanted to learn about reptiles. Mme Fortier wrote
it all down on the SMARTboard.

We also learned We decided that we would
new French use books, specialists and
vocabulary that we “google” to find the answers
would use when to our questions. We also
talking about our decided that we would create
reptile. a book of answers to share
(see SMARTboard | | With others.
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THEN

We divided into our study groups and talked
about what we knew about the reptile we were
studying and what we wanted to learn. Mme
Fortier wrote it all down on the white board.
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Representation:
We worked with
clay, paint and
pencil to
represent the
reptiles we were
“studying.
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Research/ Site visit/ Specialist visit:

We had a visit from our reptile specialist Mr. View.
He brought other kinds of reptiles for us to see. We
even got to see the snake eat a mouse! He also
answered some of our questions about snakes and
bearded xdragons. B
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We visited Ms. Heather’s preschool to see the red-
eared slider turtle that lives there. We were able to
- see Leo eat and Ms. Heather answered some of our
turtle questions and gave us a piece of Leo’s shell
that he had shed!




Legends:

Mme Fortier read a First Nations legend “The First
Strawberries — A Cherokee story.” Retold by Joseph
Bruchac. She also told us some other legends, “How
the red-squirrel got his bushy tail” and “How the
skunk got his white stripe”. We decided we would
like to write our own legends about the reptiles we
were studying. Students spent time every school

day asking Mme Fortier to scribe their legends as
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